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planting
the seed
for the
future of
the world
green factory
A new hands-on exhibition
highlighting the important
role plants play in saving our
planet will be unveiled at this
year’s Great Yorkshire Show.
entitled “The Green
Factory”, the interactive
exhibition will demonstrate
how plants can help replace
fossil fuels and produce
materials as diverse as
cosmetics, medicines, fuels
and chemicals.
The Great Yorkshire Show is
england’s premier agricultural
event and runs from Tuesday,
July 12-Thursday, July 14.
Organised by the Yorkshire
Agricultural Society, it is
expected to attract 130,000
visitors over the three days,
with rural life and agriculture
at the top of the agenda.
Dr Joe Ross, a member of
The Green Factory project
team and a biorenewables
business development
manager at the University
of York, says: “ Five hundred

years ago, we relied
extensively on plants to
make the products we use in
everyday life.
“Today, developed societies
use fossil-based resources
for the majority of their
chemicals, fuel, energy and
materials. These are running
out, which means that in as
little as 100 years, we will have
once again look to plants to
provide the building blocks
for most of the things we
make.
“The Green Factory will
show the importance of plants
in making things other than
food. It will demonstrate how
we can use new technology to
derive more environmentally
friendly substances and
materials from different types
of plants and bi-products of
food crops for use in everyday
life.”
The exhibition is divided
into three zones – Plants,
Process and Products, packed
with activities for visitors
of all ages to try, including

fresh harvest: Plants can help replace fossil fuels and produce materials as diverse as cosmetics, medicines, fuels and chemicals.

making glue from wheat ﬂour,
plastic from potato starch and
crushing oilseed rape for fuel.
Visitors will be taken on
a journey through a Plant
Zone with a wide selection of
common crops mixed with
emerging crops, including
miscanthus, artemisia and
industrial hemp, through to
a Product Zone. here visitors
can see a range of items

that can be created from
plants, including clothing,
bags, cosmetics, detergents,
moisturisers, lip balm, carpet
tiles, kitchen utensils, building
materials and fuel.
In the Process Zone, there
will be a number of exciting
activities designed for visitors
to try, including items they
can touch, smell and crush,
giving a unique insight

into how new technology
is helping us create new
substances and material from
plants.
The Green Factory is
organised in conjunction
with Science City York
(SCY) and aims to showcase
work being carried out at
the University of York and
the Food and environment
Research Agency (FeRA). The

National Non-Food Crop
Centre will be supplying many
of the products and has also
contributed to the exhibition.
The University of York, SCY
and FeRA are establishing
a pilot scale facility for
processing different types
of bio-based feedstocks
including food waste, which
will be located in York by the
end of 2011.

Top chefs game for a challenge in Cookery Theatre
country pursuits

Cooking up a treat: TV celebrity chef Rosemary Shrager.

The Country Pursuits area is
always popular with visitors
and 2011 will be no exception,
with the two large ponds
forming the focal point for
activities during the three
days.
Within the area, the game
Cookery Theatre never fails to
attract a huge crowd, and here
TV celebrity chef Rosemary
Shrager will be carrying out
two one-hour game-cooking
workshops on each of the
show days. In addition,
ﬁve chefs from well-known
Yorkshire restaurants will also
be demonstrating a variety of
recipes, using game as their
inspiration.

See us at stand 631

Further highlights from
this year’s programme
include a Wildfowlers Past
and Present display, by Chris
Green, followed by a gundog
demonstration featuring
the renowned Mount Grace
gundogs.
There is also the opportunity
to try your hand at ﬂy-casting
as part of an entertaining and
informative demonstration
given by Roger Beck, with
tuition provided by members
of the Salmon & Trout
Association.
For the second year
running, Chris Green will
present a fascinating talk and
demonstration on decoying
wood pigeons, while Ben
Potter will feature with the

falconry display, which will be
followed by the British Deer
Society demonstration.
The Pakeﬁeld Ferrets will be
in action, courtesy of Simon
Whitehead, and the Display
of hounds, accompanied by
greyhounds and whippets
from a variety of Yorkshirebased packs, will doubtless
once again draw the
crowds.
The Countryside Alliance
stand will have a ‘new look’
this year. Along with the usual
attractions it will feature two
local Rural Award winners,
Ainsty Farm Shop and The
Shefﬁeld honey Company,
plus a gunsmiths stand
from The Brown Trout in
harrogate.

